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TOURS AND INFORMATION SESSIONS

What Every Student Should Know

TIMING

It is important to visit a school when activity is occurring on campus (ideally when school is in session).  You should also inquire as to whether there are dates to avoid (e.g. holidays and school vacations).  Contact the admissions department to find out when tours and information sessions are offered and if you need to schedule an appointment.  Also, find out if they offer interviews and whether one is appropriate for you at this time.  Most schools have tours and information sessions Monday through Saturday.  They each typically last an hour to an hour and a half.  You should plan on visiting a school for at least three hours; this gives you an hour for the tour, an hour for the information session, and an hour to informally check out the campus.  A minimum of a half-day will allow you to relax while beginning your campus visits.

DRESS CODE

Speak with the admissions department to find out what the appropriate attire should be.  In most cases, you will be told to dress comfortably, but on occasion an institution may want you to dress more formally -- better to ask than be sorry.  If formal dress is unnecessary, wear clothing that represents you.  Keep in mind that you want to show your most appealing side.  Since certain tours may take you through hilly areas or last for quite a while, you should wear comfortable shoes and be prepared to walk for some distance. Also, be sure to check the climate.  The weather may be different where you're headed than the weather at home. 

INFORMATION SESSIONS

Group information sessions are offered at most schools.  Occasionally, you may be the only student visiting or the admissions department may have an established one-on-one information session.  Be prepared for both.  Group sessions are very beneficial.  They allow you to hear questions and concerns that other students and parents have and also allow you to get a sense of other students who are interested in the same schools you are.  The sessions, which generally highlight special programs and provide admissions information, allow you to get your first real feel for an institution.

An admissions officer, college dean, faculty member, or student panel will speak with you.  You should come prepared with a few questions that you would feel comfortable asking.  It is a good idea to ask the same questions at each institution you visit, since you will compare the responses from each institution and these will aid you in determining which school best meets your needs.  The one-on-one information session is similar but more interactive; the major difference is that the college representative will ask you more questions about yourself and your interests. 

CAMPUS TOUR

The tour will usually take you through academic buildings, a residence hall, the student center (central location for the campus community), computer labs, athletic building, dining area, and new facilities.  The tour is usually led by a trained student tour guide.  The following are common questions to ask yourself and the guide when touring the campus:

Does the campus reflect your geographic interest - Northeast, Southwest, urban, rural, small, big?

Do the buildings seem to be in good shape?  Are there new buildings as well as old?

What residential options are available?  What are the conditions of these facilities?

How many computer labs are there?  How easy is it to access them? Is the entire campus wireless?

What dining options are available?  Is the food satisfactory? 

What kind of recreational facilities are available?  Do they offer the sport/athletic venue(s) that interest you?  

What types of student activities are available?  How many students engage in the ones that may interest you?

What are the students like?  Do they seem to be the kind of people you’d want to be friends with?

How secure is the campus?

Will you need a car on campus?  What kind of public transportation is available?

INDIVIDUAL TOUR

We encourage you to make excursions on your own while on the campus.  This will allow you to visit areas that the tour guide may not have had time to walk through, but could be of importance to you.  If your parents have accompanied you to the school, you may find it helpful to split up for a while to visit the areas you are each most interested in.  The following is a list of offices and services that you may wish to see.

Academic Advising/Art Studio/Athletic Facilities/Bookstore/Career 

Planning Office/Computer Labs/Counseling Center/English Language 

Center/Financial Aid Office/Fraternity/Sorority/Health 

Center/Library/Media/Music Facilities/News Room/Residence 

Hall/Science Labs/Spiritual Life Office/Student Activities 

Office/Student Center/Study-abroad Office/Theatre

If you have already identified an interest in a particular course of study (engineering, architecture, etc.) and would like to learn more about the college’s offerings in that area, it would be wise to visit that department as well.  If you arrange it in advance, a department chair or faculty member may be able to meet with you individually during your visit.

REFLECTION AND FINAL WORDS

We recommend that you bring several copies of the College Visit Evaluation form with you.  As you leave each institution you should write down some key points; things you liked, things you disliked, and things that left the strongest impression on you - things you can't live without.  It is very easy to get schools mixed up in your head once you have visited several.  Using this form will help keep them separate and help you identify the things that really matter to you.  If you have an opportunity to meet any administrators or faculty while you are touring around, be sure to get their names and a business card.  You may wish to send them a thank you or follow-up note.  If you choose to apply to their school, they may be a good contact during the admissions process or even after you have enrolled.

Finally, relax!!!  The information session and tour should be fun.  This is a time for you to really begin thinking about what type of school would fit you best.  You are not visiting the institution to see if they will accept you, but rather to determine an appropriate match.  Be yourself, ask good questions, check out all the areas that are important to you, and enjoy your time on campus.

